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Vocabulary instruction is one of the National Reading 
Panel’s 5 Core Components of Literacy. 

Students with limited vocabulary will struggle with 
reading fluency and comprehension. 

Vocabulary Instruction



For students to close the vocabulary gap they need 
vocabulary instruction that both teaches the meaning of 

well-chosen words and shows them how to learn words on 
their own.

Vocabulary Instruction



Prerequisite Skills Before Beginning 
Vocabulary Surge

● Must be able to divide multisyllable words

● Must be able to pronounce each part of a multisyllable word 
based on vowel sound in different syllable types



Vocabulary Instruction

15-minute daily vocabulary lessons

Show students how to break words 
into parts, hypothesize the meaning 

of word parts, and check the 
meaning in context.



Vocabulary Surge

Teaches students a process for figuring out the 
meaning of an unknown word in context.

Word parts (morphemes) are taught in order of 
frequency

Word parts (morphemes) are taught in clusters 
based on meanings

Judge, judg, judic Jur, jus Leg

Ex: judgment Ex: Jury Ex: legal



Level A: 20 Lessons
Each lesson is 5 days.

Level B: 33 Lessons
Each lesson takes 5-10 days. 



Students use mats and 
cards to show 
understanding of 
compound words and 
inflected endings.

Students respond to 
questions, write 
sentences, and build 
words to apply what they 
have learned about 
word-part meanings and 
structure.

Vocabulary Instruction

Teachers use 
manipulatives to 
demonstrate roots, 
affixes and meaningful 
word parts to deepen 
knowledge of Latin and 
Greek words.

Manipulatives Mats & Cards Engaging



Understand the 3 Layers 
of Language
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Layers of Language: Latin Words
Specialized words used mostly in science. Combining forms are 
compounded. 
Examples: atmosphere, chromosome, genome, photograph, 
thermometer.

Greek

Latin

Anglo-Saxon

Basis of romance languages (French, Spanish). Technical, 
sophisticated words used primarily in more formal contexts, such 
as in literature and in textbooks. Affixes are added to roots. 
Examples: advocate, audience, commitment, contradict, 
corruption, disruptive, expedite, extracted, instructor, perspiration, 
preventive, retract, survival, tenacious.

Short, common, everyday, down-to-earth words used often in ordinary situations and found in school 
primary grades. Anglo-Saxon words have nonphonetic spellings. Can create compound words (horsefly)
Examples: bird, land, cry, ditch, girl, jump, laugh, mother, mouth, run, wash.



The 
Anglo-Saxon 
Layer of 
Language



Layers of Language: 
Latin Word Characteristics



The Latin Layer 
of Language



Layers of Language: 
Greek Word Characteristics



The Greek 
Layer of 
Language



Vocabulary Surge

Morphemes
A meaningful unit of language that cannot be divided further.

Base Words
The form of a word after 
all affixes are removed; 

meaning: base, root, 
stem

Affixes
A word element, such as a 

prefix or suffix to modify the 
meaning of a root or base 

word.



Examples of Morphemes

Inflected 
endings:

plants
planted
planting

Base Words:

Gasped
Dislike
Cloudy

Latin Roots:

Scribble
Local
audio

 



Examples of Morphemes

Prefixes:

Forecast
Implant
Misspell

Suffixes:

Clockwise
Careless
Creaky



How many ways can we break apart this word:

contradicting
How many:
Letters?
Phonemes?
Graphemes?
Syllables?
Morphemes?



How many ways can we break apart this word:

contradicting
How many:
Letters?  13
Phonemes?  12
Graphemes?  13
Syllables?  4
Morphemes? 3



contradicting
Break down of morphemes

Contra: prefix meaning opposite or against
dict: latin root meaning ‘to say’
ing: a verbal action



Understand the 
Vocabulary Surge 
Routines

03



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and 
includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik 

Vocabulary Surge A
➔ Grades 2-8 (depending on prior 

knowledge)
➔ 5-day Lessons
➔ 15 minute lessons
➔ Can be taught whole group or small group

Lessons 1-10 (2nd Grade):  Anglo-Saxon
Lessons 11-16:  Latin
Lessons 17-20:  Greek

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


Vocabulary Surge B

➔ Grades 3-8
➔ 15 minute lessons
➔ 10-day lessons (except lessons 1-4)
➔ Can be taught whole group or small 

group

Review Lessons 1–3: 45 most common affixes used with 
Anglo-Saxon words
Lessons 1–4: 46 common affixes used with Anglo-Saxon 
words and Latin roots
Lessons 5–13: 108 Latin roots and 11 affixes
Lessons 14–17: 48 Greek combining forms



Mat Introductory Lessons

Before starting the lessons for each layer of language you 
will introduce the mats needed for that specific layer. 

You’ll want to highlight the background of the mat, the size 
of the boxes and the dots/squares in the mats. 



Vocabulary Surge 
Instructional Routines

Uncover the meaning
Test prefixes/suffixes
Multiplier
Categorize
Make Meanings
Build Words



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and 
includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik 

Vocabulary Surge A

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


Vocabulary Surge A
Day 1:Uncover Meaning 

Students develop a Working Definition: 
Define the word part based on the words 
in the sentences. 

Students also write a Rationale: Explain 
your reasoning that helped determine 
the meaning of the word part. 

Partners will work together to create 
definitions and rationales.  Then they will 
discuss and record a certified definition.



Vocabulary Surge Routines
Day 2: Test Prefixes 

Some words have the same letters at the 
beginning or end of the word.  These can be 
confused with prefixes and suffixes, but they are 
not prefixes or suffixes.   

Prefixes can only be added before root or base 
words, and suffixes can only be added after root 
or base words or Greek combining forms. 

Letters that are not underlined are not root words 
or base words or Greek combining forms. 



Vocabulary Surge A
Day 2: Build Meaning

Students are creating new words with the 
affixes and roots. 
Students are thinking about the meaning of 
the word and  how they could use it in 
context by their part of speech.



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and 
includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik 

Vocabulary Surge A 

Days 3 & 4: Repeat 
You will repeat the routines from day 1 & 2 but with a  

new set of roots.

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


Vocabulary Surge A 
Day 5: Build Words

Students are given all of the root cards 
from this week. 

They are also given a stack of affixes to 
use in order to create as many words 
as they can within the given time. 

Students/Teams then share the word 
and talk about the meaning.



Vocabulary Surge B



Vocabulary Surge B 
Day 1: Uncover the Meaning

The purpose for this day is to 
look at the context of the 
words in the sentence. 

We are having students look 
at context clues & 
meaningful parts of the 
words to create a definition.



Vocabulary Surge B 
Day 2: Check Meaning

Students break the 
words apart and 
define each word 
part. 

They use this 
knowledge to think 
of the whole words 
meaning.



Vocabulary Surge B 
Day 3: Multiplier

Students take 3 roots and a set of prefixes to 
build new words using the mat.

This day will be much more unstructured as 
the students build as many words as they 
can. 

Students will make the word, record a 
definition and then share with the class.



Vocabulary Surge B 
Day 4: Demonstrate Understanding

Students are going to use words in 
context to show they understand the 
word parts and can demonstrate 
mastery of the words.

The teacher will give students a word 
and on their whiteboards, students will 
create a sentence using the word in 
the correct context.



Vocabulary Surge B
Days 5-8: Repeat



Vocabulary Surge B 
Day 9: Review Meanings

Card Drill & Review: Show a root and 
ask the meaning. Roots are from all 8 
days so it could be up to 10 different 
roots.

Students then use their knowledge of 
the roots and words to complete 
missing words in sentences. Students 
also write sentences using as many 
words as they can from that week. 



Vocabulary Surge B 
Day 10: Morpheme Madness

Students are given all of the root cards 
from this week. They are also given a 
stack of affixes to use in order to create 
as many words as they can within the 
given time. 

Students create a word on the mat and 
then write down the word and meaning 
of the word. 

Students/Teams then share.



Teach a Vocabulary 
Surge Lesson
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Vocabulary Surge A 
Lesson #15

Vocabulary Surge B 
Lesson #6



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and 
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Thanks!

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://forms.gle/thetBu7dwn3idkdR6

