
95 Percent  
PAIR & Pocket PA
Phonemic Awareness Intervention Training



Informed teachers are our best 
insurance against reading failure. 

While programs are very helpful tools, 
programs don't teach; teachers do.

-Louisa C. Moats



Learning Target
01.

I am learning the 
significance of teaching  
phonemic awareness and 
implementing interventions 
to address knowledge gaps. 



Phonological Awareness
Phonological processing is a key aspect of how 
our brains process language when we read. 
For beginning readers, the more automatic 
phonological awareness becomes, the better their 
word recognition, leaving them able to attend to 
other aspects of the text. 

Direct instruction in a variety of phonological 
awareness skills reduces the likelihood of reading 
failure.



Phonological Awareness is the ability to hear, identify, 
and manipulate sounds in words. 

It is an essential skill for emergent readers: children must 
be able to distinguish sounds in words before they can 
link the sounds to the letters that represent them. 

Explicit instruction in phonological awareness 
significantly improves children's reading.

Phonological Awareness
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95 Phonological Processing



Phonological processing is a key aspect of how our 
brains process language when we read. For beginning 
readers, the more automatic phonological awareness 
becomes, the better their word recognition, leaving them 
able to attend to other aspects of the text. 

Direct instruction in a variety of phonological awareness 
skills reduces the likelihood of reading failure.



Phonological awareness refers to our conscious awareness of all 
levels of the speech sound system, including word boundaries, 
stress patterns, syllables, onset-rime units, and phonemes.

Phoneme awareness is a subset of phonological awareness that 
refers to the conscious awareness that words are made up of 
segments of our own speech and are represented with letters in 
an alphabetic orthography.

Phonological Awareness



Learning Target
02.

I am learning the 
significance of teaching  
phonemic awareness and 
implementing interventions 
to address knowledge gaps. 



Evidence shows that focused instruction 
on phonemes , directly followed by 

instruction that connects the phonemes 
to their corresponding letters , increases 

students’ skill proficiency exponentially. 





95 Phonemic Awareness Suite

Comprehensive
Aligns with the most 

recent reading 
research

Research- based

Phonemic Awareness is a foundational skill in reading 
development.

Systematically 
and EffectiveTier 1 and Tier 2 

Supports for students 
covering graphemes 

and phonemic 
awareness

Instruction is 
sequenced and 

focused to target no 
more than 1 or 2 skills 

at a time
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95 Literacy Ecosystem

All lessons  follow the "I Do, We Do, You 
Do" gradual release model. This helps 
teachers deliver instruction efficiently 
while also focusing on student 
responses.

Instruction 
Consistency All instruction uses the same scope and 

sequence of skills. What differs is the 
intensity of instruction; students in 
intervention get more of what they need, 
so they can access and benefit from the 
Tier 1 core instruction.

Instructional Focus

Students are actively engaged in familiar 
routines (e.g., sound-spelling mapping). 
This keeps them from having to devote 
significant cognition to processes

Consistency of 
Routines All instruction utilizes the same academic 

language, allowing students to hear and 
experience a cohesive vocabulary.

Academic Language
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95 Phonemic Awareness Suite
Before we begin looking at the lessons, let's take a moment to review the 
principles of structured literacy. 

These principles are at the foundation of all solid instruction, including both 
core programs and intervention programs. 

Although intervention instruction is different from small-group instruction 
provided during the core reading block, there are several similar 
characteristics.



Guiding Principles of Phonemic 
Awareness Instruction

Explicitly Integrate Phonemic 
Awareness with letter-sound 

knowledge

Develop Phoneme 
Level Skills

Implemented in 
Small Groups



95 Pocket PA

❖ The Pocket PA core component is 
specialized for K-1.

❖ Instruction and practice  take only 5-10 
minutes a day.



95 Pocket PA

❖ Instruction includes connections to letters 
but maintains auditory tasks first.

❖ Instruction includes pronunciation 
support so teachers and students will 
“clip” phonemes.

❖ An assessment component is available 
for checks.





















Lets Practice!





PASI
Does this student need to take the PASI to determine 
if there are PA holes??

Why?

BOY



PASI
Does this student need to take the PASI to determine 
if there are PA holes??

Why?

MOY



PASI
Does this student need to take the PASI to determine 
if there are PA holes??

Why?

MOY



Administering the 
PASI

You’ll need: 

-Administrator Script

- Recording Sheet

- Student Materials for the letter 
names and sounds portion of the 
assessment



Administering the PASI

-Use Form A

-Begin with skill PA1

-A score of 80% (4 out of 5) is passing

- STOP after the FIRST missed skill

- Begin instruction at the first missed skill



Administering the PASI

-Use Form A

-Begin with skill P1a, P1b, 
P1c

-A score of 100% for each 
section is passing

-Provide instruction for any 
missed letter names and/or 
sounds



95 PAIR
❖ Intervention program for K and beyond
❖ Includes lessons to explicitly teach letter-sound 

correspondences
❖ Lessons include easy-to-follow instructional dialogue 

and the gradual release model of IDo, We Do, You Do

❖ Each lesson focuses on one skill
❖ Lessons mirror the same routines as Pocket PA and 

Core
❖ 95 PAIR uses student Manipulatives (sound chips)



Teaching 
Phonemic 
Awareness



95 PAIR MATERIALS

➔ Teacher’s Edition
➔ Teacher Manipulative Kit

◆ Magnetic Whiteboard and Sound 
Chips/Mat

◆ Picture Cards
◆ Sound-Spelling Cards
◆ Kid Lips Cards

➔ Student Manipulative Kit
◆ Mats
◆ Sound Chips
◆ Small Mirrors



How to Use 95 PAIR
To modify this graph, click on it, follow the link, change the data and paste the resulting graph here, replacing this one

1

Designed primarily for Tier 2 
reading instruction but can be 

used with Tier 3 students

2

2 Sections
1. Alphabetic Awareness
2. Phonemic Awareness

3

Grouping students is done by 
the PASI the 1 to 1 

assessment

4

Instructional Procedures 
follow the I Do, We Do, You Do







Instructional Supports for English 
Learners

All alphabetic languages require phonemic awareness to all students, regardless of 
their heritage language, is an important part of helping them become proficient 

readers. 

Cross-Linguistic
Connections

Visual Supports
Picture Cards
Kid Lips Cards
Sound Spelling Cards
Manipulatives
Gestures

It is important not to change the sequence in which skills are taught. Instead, you can 
increase the duration of time spent modeling and guiding practice to scaffold 

instruction. Continue to explicitly teach following the gradual release model.



Embedded Scaffolds

➔ Explicit Instruction
➔ Ample Practice
➔ Use of Pictures
➔ Words used in context
➔ Oral repetition
➔ Total Physical Response
➔ Hand motions and gestures

The scaffolds built into the 95 PAIR create stimulating 
instructional routines that increase confidence, support 
strong oral language development and promote 
phonemic awareness proficiency for all students.





95 PAIR



95 PAIR
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Lets Practice!



Thank you for attending!

Please fill out this form to record 
your attendance and let us know 
how we can best support you!

https://forms.gle/thetBu7dwn3idkdR6

