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Explain who would 
be a candidate for 
Comprehension 
intervention, based 
off of Acadience 
Reading data. 

Explain the 
importance of 
teaching 
comprehension and 
using think alouds.

Explain the 7 
comprehension 
processes.

Teach a 
comprehension 
lesson.
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Explain how to use 
these explicitly 
taught processes 
lessons in Tier 1 with 
Tier 1 materials.

I can use comprehension processes to help my students understand what they 
are reading.

Learning Target & Success Criteria



“The research is now clear that instruction 
that actively engages students in asking 
questions, summarizing and synthesizing 
text, and identifying important ideas 
improves comprehension, and that 
proficient reading involves using more 
than one strategy at a time. It involves a 
constant ongoing adaptation of many 
cognitive processes.”

-Sween and Snow 
in Block, Gambrell, and Pressley, 2022, 39,  p.27



The Reading Rope and Comprehension



Covert or Hidden Mental Activities 

While Reading

Monitoring one’s own comprehension and reacting 
if the text did not make sense

Directing the pace and purpose of one’s reading

Making inferences within and between sentences

Constructing an organized mental structure of 
information

Integrating ideas in the text with each other and 
with one’s own views and background knowledge



Reading Comprehension 

Activities and Lessons

Clear and engaging steps for 
learners

Seven comprehension processes 
taught in sequential order

Explicit modeling and follows the 
“I Do, We Do, You Do” scaffolding 
throughout each lesson



Designed to maximize instruction efficiency & time saving

Includes extensive use of teacher “think-alouds” to show 
students what happens in the mind of a skilled reader 
during focused reading

Builds on the work of literacy experts to teach students to 
apply and monitor their own use of the comprehension 
processes

Reading Comprehension 

Activities and Lessons



Students in 3rd-6th Grade

Students who already know how to decode 

Students who are too passive when they read

Designed for use in small intervention groups with students who 
are struggling to comprehend text, even though their decoding 
skills are strong.

Look for:

When to use the 

Comprehension Blueprint



Look at this 

6th Grade Class

Which students do you 
feel could benefit from 

the intervention?



Look at this 

5th Grade Class

Which students do you 
feel could benefit from 

the intervention?



Look at this 

4th Grade Class

Which students do you 
feel could benefit from 

the intervention?



Explain the 7 

comprehension 

processes.

03
- Teacher lessons already prepared

- Think alouds outlined to show students what 

should be happening

- Majority of the texts are all provided

- Mats are used to have students monitor the 

application of the process

- Use of multisensory approaches including 

gestures, tokens, and mats to write on

- 7 Processes that will be explicitly modeled 

and taught to students with time for them to 

apply their knowledge

- Spiral reviews that require them to use 

multiple processes during reading

- Application with grade level texts



7 Comprehension Processes



Determining Importance



“Inferring occurs at the intersection of 
questioning, connecting, and print.  Visualizing 
strengthens our inferential thinking.  When we 
visualize, we are in fact inferring, but with mental 
images rather than words and thoughts.  
Visualizing and inferring are first cousins, the 
offspring of connecting and questioning.”

Goudvis and Harvey (2000)

Although the processes are introduced one at a time, good 

readers use them all together.



Are strategies and processes 

the same?

Strategy & Skills

In education, the term strategies 
and skills are often used 

interchangeably.  Skills are more 
product oriented and strategies 

are ongoing processes.

Process

The term processes is used 
instead of the term strategies.  
We want to guide students’ use 

of strategies so they will use 
them when the teacher is not 

available to prompt them.



Sequence of Instruction

The processes are taught in a 
carefully developed sequence. 

We want readers to start using 
multiple processes all together.



They need more 
than just a 

definition and an 
assignment.

Model your use of 
the strategy with 

a think-aloud 
during the first 

reading.

The Importance of Think-Alouds

Helps them see 
that reading 
should make 

sense

Many of our struggling readers don’t always self-monitor when they 
have just read a text and don’t check to see if the information is making 

sense.



Mats instead of Graphic Organizers

Graphic organizers 
have traditionally been 

used as enrichment 
activities.

Place tokens on the 
text at the place the 
process occurs and 

then ties it to the mat

6 of the 7 mats follow a 
common pattern - 

numbered steps

We use mats during 
reading to improve 

student 
comprehension.

Focus students on what 
they are supposed to 

be doing while reading

The mats for Determining 
Importance because some 

look like more traditional 
graphic organizers.





Lets watch 

a lesson 

modeled!



Your Turn to Practice!

We have multiple lessons for you to practice 
teaching and explore the types of lessons.  

Try one lesson with your table/partner!



Thank you for attending!

Please fill out this form to record 
your attendance and let us know 

how we can best support you!

https://forms.gle/thetBu7dwn3idkdR6

