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I can determine when a student needs support with 
blending.

Learning Target
I am learning how to support my students with 
blending whole words together when reading.
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I understand the steps taught in the blending process.

I can teach a lesson from the blending process.



The 
History of 
Reading Instruction



Science of Reading & 
The Brain
Each time you learn a new 
connection a tiny part of your 
brain gets rewired. It is a lot like 
building a muscle.



Spoken Words Written Words
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c
Previously when teachers taught blending it would look like writing a letter & saying 
the sound and then repeating the process with each letter.
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Alphabetic principle is the awareness that letters represent 
the sounds in words. When sounds are blended together, 

children can read words. 

This important skill fits between phonological awareness and 
phonics, and is often not given enough attention.

Have you worked with any students who couldn’t quite blend words 
quickly enough? How did this impede their reading journey?TALK



Blends can stop new readers in their tracks. 

But when blends become familiar, students are equipped with 
the skills to  quickly master new words. 

When students have the letter combinations unlocked, they are 
ready to read whole words with greater fluency.



Prerequisite Skills
Proficiency in phonemic 
awareness at the 
phoneme segmentation 
level

Can distinguish 
between letters and 
sounds

Know the difference 
between consonants 
and vowels

Ready to learn to read 
CVC words with all 5 
short vowel sounds.



When should we use the 
Blending Intervention?
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5 Parts of 
Each Stage of the 
Blending Lessons

1: Set the Stage

2: I Do

3: We Do

4: You Do

5: Apply & Practice



Lesson Timing & Pacing
➔ Teaching all 5 parts takes between 17-19 minutes

➔ Instruction is intended to continue from 1-5 days per 

stage depending on the students

➔ Each stage should be taught to mastery before 

moving on





Blending Awareness or Concept of Blending
Stage A

Goal:  Blending Awareness with 
Phonemes

Description:  Develop awareness 
that spoken words are pronounced 
without pauses between sounds.
 

Stage B
Goal:  Blending Awareness with 
Letters

Description:  Develop awareness 
that when reading words, there are 
no pauses between sounds. 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Rehearsal
Stage C

Goal:  Voiced Rehearsal

Description:  Rehearse sound by 
sound orally before reading blended 
words aloud.
 

Stage D
Goal:  Silent Rehearsal

Description:  Rehearse by silently 
mouthing sounds before reading 
blended word aloud.
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Rehearsal
Stage E: Eyes-Only Rehearsal

Goal:  Rehearse with eyes

Description:  Rehearse with eyes only before reading blended word aloud.
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Fluency
Stage F: No Rehearsal

Goal:  Read words out loud without 
any rehearsal.

Description:  In Stage F, there is no 
rehearsal at all. The student can still 
use a pointer finger for this stage. 

 

Stage G: Fluency
Goal:  Build fluency by decreasing the 
amount of time it takes to read the 
word.

Description:  The final stage focused 
on reading the word fluently at a rate 
that enables attention to move to 
meaning of the word.
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Adjust Vowel Sound
Stage H: Adjust Vowel Sounds

Goal:  In irregular words, adjust the sounds until pronouncing a word that is 
recognized.

Description:  This lesson happens after the student has practiced short vowel 
sounds with blends and digraphs. So, you would take a break and not teach this 
lesson immediately after teaching stage G. You would want to use this lesson at an 
appropriate point when students need an explanation of what to do when they 
pronounce a word with an expected short vowel.

 



Stage H



Thank you for attending!
Please fill out this form to record your 

attendance and let us know how we can best 
support you!

https://forms.gle/thetBu7dwn3idkdR6

